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I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

The comments filed in this proceeding demonstrate that the consolidation of the

Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS) fund, federal Universal Service support

mechanisms (USF), North American Numbering Plan (NANP) cost recovery

administration and long-term Local Number Portability (LNP) cost recovery

administration is appropriate. Clearly, the use of one form rather than four will decrease

the reporting burden and lessen the chances for errors and inconsistencies.! BellSouth

agrees and Ameritech, US West and USTA tentatively agree on the use of single billing

and collection agent proposed in the NOI for these combined reports. 2 Finally the

Commission should order further worksheet streamlining proposed to reduce reporting

requirements for the TRS, USF, NANP, and LNP reports. 3

1 See Comments of Ameritech at 2; accord Comments of Bell South at 3, Bell Atlantic at 1, SBC at 1, and
US West at l.
2 See Comments of Ameritech at 4, BellSouth at 9, US West at 2, and USTA at 4.
3 See Comments of Ameritech at 3, Bell Atlantic at 2.
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II. THE FURTHER REPORT STREAMLINING PROPOSED BY BELL
ATLANTIC SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED

Ameritech agrees with Bell Atlantic's position that only four numbers are

required to properly administer the funds. The four required numbers are:

• Interstate and International gross end user telecommunications revenue
• Gross end user telecommunications revenue
• Annual Operating Revenue
• Gross telecommunications plant

Ameritech also agrees with Bell Atlantic that it would be "unnecessary and burdensome

to require contributors to report any other infonnation, or to provide additional detail

underlying these numbers".4 In order to fully achieve the stated goals of this proceeding,5

any additional worksheet detail required by the Commission must be justified as

necessary for administration of one of the fund mechanisms.

III. THE COMMENTS OF NECA PROPOSING NOT TO CONSOLIDATE
THE BILLING AND COLLECTION FUNCTIONS FOR THE TRS, USF,
NANPA, AND LNP REPORTS ARE FLAWED.

NECA maintains that the current billing and collection functions for the four

funds are working efficiently and that the billing and collection procedures are familiar to

participating carriers. Further, NECA states that consolidating the billing and collection

mechanisms could lead to disruptions in some of the funds. 6 NECA's "ifit ain't broke,

don't fix it" argument simply ignores the possibility that the current process can be

improved.

4 See Comments of Bell Atlantic at 2-3.
5 See NOlice in this proceeding (released 9/25/98) at ~ 2.
6 See Comments ofNECA at 4-5.
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The Commission should not accept the status quo in light of both the comments

of Ameritech, Bell Atlantic and USTA that greater efficiencies and or cost savings could

be achieved due to consolidation,7 and its own experience with other actions "taken to

promote efficiency and accountability in administration of the cost recovery and support

mechanisms."g Moreover, the Commission should note that significant process

improvements and cost savings are often achieved by competitive companies who decide

to consolidate billing and collection functions.

IV. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the Commission should fulfill its Section 11 mandate

and streamline the data collection process for four reports, taking this opportunity to

further streamline these reports so that only necessary information is required. It should

also undertake to complete a cost/benefit analysis of the proposal to consolidate the

billing and collection process.

~~e~YOLmi-6
Leander R. Valent
Counsel for Ameritech
9525 W. Bryn Mawr, Suite 600
Rosemont, Illinois 60018
(847) 928-4396

Dated: November 16, 1998

7 See Comments of Ameritech at 4, Bell Atlantic at 4-5, and USTA at 4.
8 See Notice at ~ 64.
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